Folic acid and chromosome breakage. I. Implications for genotoxicity studies.
Chromosome breakage is significantly lower in culture medium containing folic acid than in medium that does not. This effect is similar to that observed in studies of chromosome fragile sites and suggests that fragile sites and some types of chromosome breakage may share a common mechanism. It also suggests that high non-physiological levels of folic acid in many commonly used culture media may artifactually decrease chromosome breakage.